
NTN Project Planning Toolkit 
 

Project Title: Hope for Community 

School:  Teachers: Duration: 4 weeks Grade Level: 11 Subject Areas: Social Studies and English 

 

Step 1: Begin with the End in Mind 

Subject Area Standards 

Social Studies 
 

C3 - D2.Civ.1.9-12. Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of local, state, tribal, national, and international civic and political 
institutions. 
C3 - D2.Civ.4.9-12. Explain how the U.S. Constitution establishes a system of government that has powers, responsibilities, and limits 
that have changed over time and that are still contested. 
C3 - D2.Civ.12.9-12. Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and international laws to address a variety of public 
issues.  
C3 - D2.Civ.13.9-12. Evaluate public policies in terms of intended and unintended outcomes, and related consequences.  
C3 - D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies, promoting the common good, and 
protecting rights. 
C3 - D2.Geo.6.9-12. Evaluate the impact of human settlement activities on the environmental and cultural characteristics of specific 
places and regions.  

ELA 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding 
of the subject under investigation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the 
strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text 
selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for 
citation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Learning Outcome Rubric Domain 

Collaboration ● Monitors progress of team’s efforts and is aware of team needs and next steps 
● Can clearly and specifically describe what roles and responsibilities each member of the team is expected to perform and how 

they are connected 

Agency ● Consistently shows evidence of accepting and using feedback to revise work to high quality  



Written 
Communication 

● Explains appropriate background and context of topic/issue 
● Controlling idea* is consistently maintained throughout the writing 
● Ideas and evidence are developed  

Oral 
Communication 

● Uses appropriate language and style that is suited to the purpose, audience, and task 
● Speaking is fluid and easy to follow 

 

Step 2: Design the Project Scenario 

  

Project Scenario  
What is the scenario that will guide 
student inquiry throughout the project?  

The controversy over sanctuary cities and other similar issues has pitted the federal government against states 
and cities against both. In this project, students decide on a topic of their choice/explore the idea of sanctuary 
cities and attempt to untangle the legal and social issues involved, culminating in a presentation to…  

Driving Question  
Open-ended, high interest, thought 
provoking 

Should ___ city designate itself as a sanctuary city? 
In the battle between local, state, and federal laws, who wins? 

Problem Statement  
Role, task(s), purpose 

How can we as 
Do… 
So that… 

Culminating Group Products 
Be sure to allow for voice and choice in 
what students produce 

Presentation / Performance: proposal to appropriate audience 
Artifact(s): reflection on community service, proposal to city government 
Literacy Task/IAKT: OpEd 
Audience: mayor’s office/city council/sheriff/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 3: Create the Path 

Project Phases 
Consider the sequence of learning that will likely take place based on student need-to-knows and  skill development.  Brainstorm possible scaffolding activities along the way and consider project 
benchmarks that can help students to stay on track and focused on the end products, while also allowing you to assess their development towards the learning targets.  

Entry Event Scaffolding Benchmark 1 Scaffolding Benchmark 2 Scaffolding 

Intro to controversies- 4 
corners 

 
Video 

 
Entry Document- Email 

 
Knows and Need to 

Knows, Problem 
Statement, Next Steps 

 
Group Contract 

Background research Group submits initial list 
of sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback using scoring 
criteria  

Additional social studies 
skills workshops 

Group submits vetted list 
of sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feedback using scoring 
criteria  

 

Reflection on rubric 

Social studies workshops- 
legal background, local vs. 

state vs. federal law, 
defining sanctuary cities 

Jigsaw sharing - analysis of 
source credibility 

Social studies skills 
workshops 

Research skill workshops- 
finding sources 

Research skill workshops- 
source credibility, reading 

dense informative text 
with a purpose 

Jigsaw sections of policy 
brief 

 Determine final list of 
sources and annotate 

Peer review groups and 
self reflection 

  Finalize brief and prep and 
practice presentation  

 

Benchmark 3 Scaffolding Benchmark 4 Scaffolding Final Product/ 
Presentation 

Reflection/ Assessment 

Policy Brief 
 

Group presentation 
 
 

Feedback using scoring 
criteria  

 

Project twist- now elected 
officials want your opinion 

Individual Draft of OpEd 
 
 
 
 

Feedback using scoring 
criteria  

 

Feedback via screencast Individual OpEd 
published/sent to 

appropriate officials 
 

 
Feedback using scoring 

criteria  
 

Reflection on learning 
using rubric 

Outline and draft OpEds Revision based on 
feedback 

Including evidence- 
differentiated workshops 

Additional workshops if 
needed 

Reflection on rubric  

 

Step 4: Plan the Assessment 

See Individual and Group Rubric 

 


