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East Moreland Public Schools (P)
Graduation Requirements
To meet the needs of a diverse and unique student population, the East Moreland Public Schools (EMPS) has developed a two-tiered diploma system. Upon successful completion of the criteria outlined in this policy, students may achieve a high school Diploma or a Diploma with Distinction from any of the 11 secondary schools in the district.
Each high school is the EMPS shall create a set of graduation-based learning standards that align with state learning standards and expectations. Students shall demonstrate achievement of these learning standards in order to graduate. 
The specific requirements that students must meet in order to graduate with a Diploma are as follows:
· Successful completion of a minimum of 23 academic credits
· Demonstration of proficiency in six “core academic areas” (English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Technology, and the Arts) through multiple measures including coursework, demonstration of meeting standards through any required end-of-course state assessments, various school and/or district assessments
· Demonstration of meeting standards through any required end-of-course state assessments
· Successful completion of the performance-based graduation requirements: 
· Two proficiency tasks per core subject course per year (16 proficiency tasks by graduation) that assess the 9-10 grade level standards
· Senior Project
· Successful completion of an Individual Learning Plan (ILP)
Students must earn 23 academic credits and meet all course requirements as follows:
	Course(s)
	Credit(s)

	English
	4.00

	Mathematics
	4.00

	Science
	3.00

	Social Studies
	

	▪   	World History
	1.00

	▪   	United States History
	1.00

	▪   	American Government
	.50

	▪   	Economics
	.50

	Physical Education/Health
	2.00

	Electives
	7.00

	Senior Project
	Must Meet Proficiency


	Total Credits
	23.00



To achieve a Diploma with Distinction, students must successfully complete the above criteria and:
· receive a score of proficient with distinction on both the English Language Arts and Mathematics state assessments, and
· receive a 5 on two or more Advanced Placement examinations or successfully complete two or more approved dual enrollment/concurrent courses with a 4.0 or higher average, or receive a 5 on one Advanced Placement examinations and successfully complete one approved dual enrollment/concurrent courses with a 4.0 or higher average.

Special Education Notification
A student who has an active Individual Education Plan (IEP) shall meet the same graduation requirements for a Diploma or a Diploma with Distinction as outlined above. 
A student who has an active Individual Education Plan (IEP), may be eligible for a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) until the age of twenty-one years of age. Eligible students who meet these criteria may opt to participate in graduation ceremonies at the end of their fourth year of high school, or during the year in which they turn twenty-one years of age. The IEP team will notify the high school principal prior to October of the school year in which the student wishes to participate in graduation activities and ceremonies.  Participation in graduation activities and ceremonies under this policy will not affect a student’s right to receive FAPE, or to receive a diploma in the event that the student should subsequently meet the graduation requirements.

Transfer Students
The transcripts of students who transfer from another school will be reviewed to determine alignment of course, credit, assessment or other required criteria. 

Communication Process
All students and guardians will be notified of the high school graduation requirements for the school the student is attending in writing no later than at the completion of their 8th grade year. In addition, communication of the graduation requirements will occur during the high school course selection process and at parent and student transition to high school events and meetings.
The Superintendent is hereby directed to ensure that each diploma-granting secondary school in the East Moreland Public Schools has established a process to grant diplomas that aligns with the district policy. These processes shall be shared with the students and guardians of all incoming 9th grade students, all transfer students, and be available upon request at any time including a required posting on the school’s website. 
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