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TODAY’SPRESENTER



Who’s In  
the Room?



I can explain the purpose and characteristics of 
high-quality content area graduation standards 
indicators, and scoring criteria

Outcomes



I can apply the characteristics of content 
area graduation standards in a critical 
review process

Outcomes



Agenda
Welcome and Overview

Why Content Area Graduation Standards?

Graduation Standards Protocol + Design Guide

Questions/Answers and Closing



Content-Area Graduation Standards  

• Aligned with state standards and learning progressions


• Describe the most essential content knowledge that students 
will need to succeed in adult life. 


• Students demonstrate achievement of content-area graduation 
standards through their aggregate achievement of performance 

indicators over time




Content Area Graduation Standards 

“In general, the measurement of progress on 
graduation standards is determined at the end of 
elementary school (grade 5) and middle school 

(grade 8), and the final achievement of 
graduation standards is determined at the end of 

high school (grade 12). School districts may 
choose to structure their standards progressions 

differently or use different grade levels for 
measurement of progress.“




Content Area Graduation 
Standards 

A graduation competency is a 
standard that focuses instruction on 
the most foundational, enduring, and 
leveraged concepts and skills within 

a discipline.



pyramid 
glasses of water

Transcripts and 
Report Cards

Transcripts and 
Report Cards

Progress 
Reports

Teacher 
Feedback

Content-Area
Graduation Standards

5–8 standards for each content area

Performance Indicators
5–10 indicators for each cross-curricular and content-
area standard that move students toward proficiency 

and the achievement of graduation standards

Learning Objectives
Learning objectives guide the design of curriculum 

units that move students toward proficiency and the 
achievement of performance indicators

Cross-Curricular
Graduation Standards
5–8 standards taught in all 

content areas

YES

YES

NO

NO

Body of Evidence
Students demonstrate achievement of standards through a 

body of evidence evaluated using common rubrics

Verification of Proficiency
Students demonstrate achievement of content-area 

graduation standards through their aggregate performance 
on summative assessments over time 

Summative Assessment
Graded summative assessments are used to evaluate 

the achievement of performance indicators

Formative Assessment
Ungraded formative assessments are used to 

evaluate student learning progress

Graduation
Requirement

Reporting 
Method

Assessment 
Method

Proficiency-Based Learning Simplified
A Great Schools Partnership Learning Model
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Use the following handouts:  

1. Content Area Graduation Standards Design Guide 
2. Design Criteria Chart Developing Content-Area Graduation 

Standards 



Choose from several samples 
(handouts) 

What are benefits of this framing? 


What is challenging about this framing?  


Share out: What are similarities? 
Differences? 




Questions?
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