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Economically Disadvantaged Students
Since 2009, the graduation gap by economic disadvantage has narrowed by seven percentage points.

The 4-year high school graduation rate for economically disadvantaged (ED) students has increased by
15 points, compared to 8 points for non-economically disadvantaged (non-ED) students.
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For the class of 2019, the gap in graduation rates between economically disadvantaged and non-
economically disadvantaged students is relatively consistent across states, ranging from 15 to 17
percentage points.

Distance from the target by state (Class of 2019) Graduation rate & number of graduates by state (2019)
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Economically Disadvantaged Students

The 6-year graduation rate increases considerably for economically disadvantaged students, while gains
for non-economically disadvantaged students are more modest.

While a significant achievement gap remains between economically disadvantaged students and their
peers, the extended graduation rate gap has narrowed by 5 percentage points since 2011.
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and number of graduates by state (Class of 2017)
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Economically Disadvantaged Students

The high school dropout rate among economically disadvantaged (ED) students has fallen by nearly half,
from 20% in 2010 to 11% in 2019. For students who are not economically disadvantaged (non-ED),
dropout rates have declined from 6% to 2%.

The gap in dropout rates for economically disadvantaged students has declined by 35% —from 14 to 8
percentage points—since 2010.

High School Dropout Rates by Economic Status
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For the class of 2019, students who are not economically disadvantaged have met the NESSC target of
dropout rates below the 5% target in all states except Vermont. Dropout rates among economically
disadvantaged students remain above the target, ranging from 4 to 19 percentage points above the
target across the region.

Note: In the dropout rate bar graph below, the aim is to be below the 5% target. For all other indicators
discussed in this report (e.q., graduation rate, college enroliment) the aim is to be above the target.

Distance from target by state (Class of 2019) Dropout rate & number of dropouts by state (2018)
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Economically Disadvantaged Students

The college enroliment rate for economically disadvantaged (ED) students in New England now stands at
51%, having grown by 9 percentage points since 2009. 76% of non-economically disadvantaged (non-
ED) students enrolled in college in 2016, up 7 percentage points since 2009.

The gap in college enroliment between economically disadvantaged and non-economically
disadvantaged students has dropped from 27 to 25 percentage points.

College Enroliment Rates by Economic Status
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For the high school graduating class of 2019, no state met the NESSC 80% target of college enrollment
for either student subgroup.

Distance from target by state (Class of 2019) Enroliment rate & number of students by state (2019)
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Economically Disadvantaged Students

The college persistence gap between economically disadvantaged (ED) and non-economically

disadvantaged (non-ED) students has increased from 14 percentage points for students who entered

college in 2011 to 16 percentage points for the those who entered college in 2018.

Economically disadvantaged students who entered college in 2018 persisted in college at lower rates

across the region (69%) as compared to those who entered in 2011 (75%).
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Non-economically disadvantaged students who entered college in 2018 have met the NESSC college
persistence target of 80% in all states except Maine. Economically disadvantaged students have not met
that target in any state.

Distance from target by state (College Entry Year 2018)
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Economically Disadvantaged Students

College completion by economically disadvantaged (ED) students—41% of the college entering class
across the region in 2013 —trails that of their non-economically disadvantaged (non-ED) peers by about
33 percentage points.
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Neither student subgroup met the NESSC college completion target of 80% for students entering
college in 2013. The college completion gap between economically disadvantaged students and their
peers ranges from 24 percentage points in New Hampshire to 35 percentage points in Connecticut.

Distance from target by state (College Entry Year 2013)
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