
This lesson plan and all activities were created by Paula J. Sanders, MA Ed., English IV & English IV Inclusion, 
Desoto High School, TX. 

Teacher Instructions 
On the following pages you will find a series of activities that you can use to help students explore the poetry of 
Serhiy Zhadan, translated by Amelia Glaser and Yuliya Ilchuk. 

These lessons will help students achieve the following standards: 
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Sample Lesson Plan 
The Ukrainian Poetry of Serhiy Chadian

Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills: 


(7) Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--genres. The 
student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and 
across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts. The student is 
expected to: (A) read and analyze literature across literary periods; (B) analyze the effects of sound, form, 
figurative language, graphics, and dramatic structure in poetry across literary time periods and cultures.


CCSS:


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.7

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or 
recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one 
play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

(RL.11-12.8 not applicable to literature)


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.9

Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.


DeSoto STEM Mindsets (Transferable Skills)


I can:


• incorporate the most relevant and effective evidence to justify my purpose;

• use sound reasoning to explain ideas.



If you are searching for some introductory lessons about the conflict in the Ukraine, you can find some here;  
alternatively, you may be able to build enough context for the lesson by allowing students to share what they know 
about what is happening in Ukraine, and giving them some basic background of the situation. 

Begin by having students read this article and complete the comprehension questions: “You’ve got to live 
somewhere you aren’t afraid to die.” Contemporary Ukrainian Poetry From Kharkiv. 

After students read about the poet, Serhiy Zhadan, and answer the comprehension questions, you can have them 
utilize any or all of the remaining activities to seek for meaning in the poem or emulate the poet. 

 

Poetry Comprehension Questions  
Read this article and complete the comprehension questions: “You’ve got to live somewhere you aren’t afraid to 
die.” Contemporary Ukrainian Poetry From Kharkiv  

For each question, include a quote from the text to support your answer.  

1. Where is the poet Serhiy Zhadan from and what else does he do besides writing poetry? 

2. What is the main focus of his poetry? 

3. How is his poetry described by the author? 

4. The article includes excerpts from four of Serhiy Zhadan’s poems. These are not war poems, but poems 
written in 2021, before the current conflict started. In this sentence, the author of the Literary Hub article says 
about these poems, “As in his literature of war, Zhadan’s poetic voice seeks truths about the human condition, 
but here these truths are embedded in the basic human impulse to speak, the changing seasons, the passage 
of time.” In what way is the author saying that these poems are similar to Zhadan’s war poems? 
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https://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Resources_Ukrainian-Unit-Plan.pdf
https://lithub.com/youve-got-to-live-somewhere-you-arent-afraid-to-die-contemporary-ukrainian-poetry-from-kharkiv/
https://lithub.com/youve-got-to-live-somewhere-you-arent-afraid-to-die-contemporary-ukrainian-poetry-from-kharkiv/
https://lithub.com/youve-got-to-live-somewhere-you-arent-afraid-to-die-contemporary-ukrainian-poetry-from-kharkiv/
https://lithub.com/youve-got-to-live-somewhere-you-arent-afraid-to-die-contemporary-ukrainian-poetry-from-kharkiv/


PCASTT Poetry Analysis 
In the boxes below, paraphrase each poem, then reflect on the connotations of the words chosen by Serhiy 
Zhadan, the tone of the poem, any shifts that you see in the poem’s tone or mood, and the poem’s theme. In the 
last box, propose a title for the poem. 

Click here to view the poems. 

Poem “Everything will change. Even this perpetual warmth…"

Paraphrase or summarize the 
poem and name one literary 
device you see the author 
using.

Connotation - Cite words that 
bring specific meaning to the 
poem and explain why

Attitude/Tone

Shift - Cite a change in TONE/
MOOD of the poem. Quote the 
line where you see a shift and 
explain its significance.

Theme - Re-read and provide 
a full sentence on the theme/
meaning of this poem

T - Create a title for the poem

Poem “…let him speak now, or forever hold his silence”

Paraphrase or summarize the 
poem and name one literary 
device you see the author 
using.

Connotation - Cite words that 
bring specific meaning to the 
poem and explain why

Attitude/Tone

Shift - Cite a change in TONE/
MOOD of the poem. Quote the 
line where you see a shift and 
explain its significance.

Theme - Re-read and provide 
a full sentence on the theme/
meaning of this poem

T - Create a title for the poem
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https://lithub.com/youve-got-to-live-somewhere-you-arent-afraid-to-die-contemporary-ukrainian-poetry-from-kharkiv/


Poem “Don’t say it aloud…”

Paraphrase or summarize the 
poem and name one literary 
device you see the author 
using.

Connotation - Cite words that 
bring specific meaning to the 
poem and explain why

Attitude/Tone

Shift - Cite a change in TONE/
MOOD of the poem. Quote the 
line where you see a shift and 
explain its significance.

Theme - Re-read and provide 
a full sentence on the theme/
meaning of this poem

T - Create a title for the poem

Poem “A brief history of snow,”

Paraphrase or summarize the 
poem and name one literary 
device you see the author 
using.

Connotation - Cite words that 
bring specific meaning to the 
poem and explain why

Attitude/Tone

Shift - Cite a change in TONE/
MOOD of the poem. Quote the 
line where you see a shift and 
explain its significance.

Theme - Re-read and provide 
a full sentence on the theme/
meaning of this poem

T - Create a title for the poem
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Protest Poetry Activity 
1. Locate a definition of “protest poetry” 

2. Read the following poem by Erica Dawson “No, Kanye, it’s not LIKE we’re mentally in prison” 

3. Briefly compare and contrast Dawson’s poem with Zhadan’s poem that begins with “A brief history of snow…” 

 

Emulation 
In the second poem excerpt, Zhadan writes: “despair, like a butcher, is scooping the world’s entrails onto the 
morning cobblestones of a September city” 

• Choose an abstract concept or emotion, like “despair”. _________________________________ 

• Consider how Zhadan compares “despair” to a butcher. If the concept or emotion that you chose were a type 
of person, what would they be?  

• What action would they be engaged in? 

• What are the connotations of the words “entrails” and “cobblestones”? Why do you think Zhadan chose these 
words? 

Write your metaphor using the same syntax as Zhadan. Choose descriptive & powerful words: 

____________________________, like a _____________________________, is ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dawson & Zhadan, Comparison & Contrast

Similarities between the two poems: 

Differences between the two poems: 

Cross quotes: Choose a line from one poem and insert it into the stanza of another.  Write a few lines of 
explanation about why you chose the lines you did, and how you have changed the meanings of the poems by 
mixing them:

Cross Quotes: Cross Quotes: 
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https://poets.org/poem/no-kanye-its-not-were-mentally-prison

