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Section I: High School Graduation (4-Year) 
Students with Disabilities

Graduation rates have increased comparably among students with disabilities (SWD) and students 
without disabilities (non-SWD) since 2009.  

The graduation gap between students with disabilities and students without has remained around 20 
percentage points since 2009.  

Students without disabilities have met NESSC’s high school graduation target of 90% in three of the six 
states. This is a decline from the four states that met the 90% target in 2020. Students with disabilities in 
the class of 2021 have 4-year graduation rates 17 points below the target on average, ranging from 13 
points below the target in Massachusetts to 25 points below in Rhode Island. 

Distance from target by state (Class of 2021) Graduation rate & number of graduates by state (2021) 

Students with 
Disabilities 

Students without 
Disabilities 

NESSC 73.1% 21,414 92.0% 120,007 

CT 69.1% 4,680 93.6% 32,154 

ME 72.7% 1,997 89.4% 9,898 

MA 76.6% 11,278 93.1% 55,363 

NH 71.6% 1,575 90.1% 10,328 

RI 64.7% 1,176 87.4% 8,204 

VT 69.5% 708 86.1% 4,060   SWD  Non-SWD    --- Target: >90 



Section II: Extended High School Graduation (6-Year) 
Students with Disabilities 

High school graduation rates among students with disabilities increase significantly with up to two extra 
years, but the gap in graduation rates by disability status has remained at 15 percentage points or more 
since 2011. Overall, the 6-year graduation rate for the class of 2019 experienced a decrease for both 
students with disabilities as well as students without disabilities when compared to the rates for the class 
of 2018. 

The regional high school graduation rate for students with disabilities (SWD) in the class of 2019 
increased just over 4 percentage points from 71.6% (4-year rate) to 76% (6-year rate). Small increases in 
the graduation rate were also reported for students without disabilities (non-SWD). 

 
 

4-year graduation rate, extended 6-year graduation rate,
and number of graduates by state (Class of 2019)
Students with Disabilities Students without Disabilities 
4-year
rate

6-year
rate

6-year #
of grads

4-year
rate

6-year
rate

6-year #
of grads

NESSC 71.6% 76.0% 17,306 91.4% 91.8% 89,300 

CT 67.9% -   - 92.7% -   -   

ME 73.0% 80.3% 2,269 91.1% 92.3% 10,442 

MA 73.0% 75.1% 11,117 91.5% 91.8% 55,332 

NH 72.2% 79.7% 1,858 91.9% 94.0% 10,880 

RI 64.4% 70.9% 1,271 87.6% 89.5% 8,464 

VT 70.4% 77.0% 791 87.5% 89.2% 4,182 

Extended High School Graduation (6-Year) 
Rates by Disability Status 

 SWD  Non-SWD      --- Target: > 90% 
Annual Rate 

Comparison of 4- and 6-year graduation 
rates by state 



Section III: High School Dropouts 
Students with Disabilities 

Dropout rates for students with disabilities had been on a steady decline across the region, peaking at 
16% in 2011, and at just above 8% in 2021. For students without disabilities, dropout rates have fallen 
steadily since 2010, from 10% to 4%.  

The difference in dropout rates between students with disabilities and students without disabilities has 
remained stable regionally between 4 and 6 percentage points over the past ten years. 

For students in the class of 2021, there is more variation among NESSC states in students with 
disabilities dropout rates than for students without disabilities, a trend that is repeated from last year. 
Dropout rates for students without disabilities in Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New 
Hampshire have met the NESSC target of less than 5%. No state in the region met the target of <5% 
dropout rate for students with disabilities. 

Note: In the dropout rate bar graph below, the aim is to be below the 5% target. For all other indicators 
discussed in this report (e.g., graduation rate, college enrollment) the aim is to be above the target.

Distance from target by state (Class of 2021) Dropout rate & number of dropouts by state (2021) 
Students with 
Disabilities 

Students without 
Disabilities 

NESSC 8.4% 2,456 3.8% 4,908 

CT 11.8% 803 3.9% 1,331 

ME 7.7% 211 5.1% 563 

MA 7.8% 1,147 3.8% 2,237 

NH 8.9% 195 4.2% 476 

RI 5.5% 100 3.2% 301 

VT - - - -  SWD  Non-SWD   --- Target: <5% 



Section IV: College Enrollment 
Students with Disabilities  

After an 11 percentage point decrease from 2019 to 2020, college enrollment rates for students with 
disabilities increased in 2021 to 38%. The rate for students without disabilities dropped slightly in 2021 
to 63.7%, representing the lowest rate for this group of students since data was first collected in 2009. 

The gap in college enrollment between students with disabilities and students without disabilities has 
decreased from 32 to 26 percentage points. 

College enrollment rates for students with disabilities graduating in 2021 vary widely across states. 
Neither students with disabilities nor their peers have approached the NESSC target of 80% college 
enrollment.  

Distance from target by state (Class of 2021) Enrollment rate & number of students by state (2021) 
Students with 
Disabilities 

Students without 
Disabilities 

NESSC 38.0% 8,347 63.7% 78,631 

CT 38.0% 2,039 65.8% 21,475 

ME 22.3% 405 57.9% 6,046 

MA 40.8% 4,917 64.9% 36,929 

NH 26.0% 361 57.8% 6,284 

RI 34.1% 462 66.6% 5,574 

VT 17.8% 163 55.4% 2,323  SWD  Non-SWD   --- Target: >80% 



Section V: College Persistence 
Students with Disabilities 

Compared with the high school graduating class of 2011, average college persistence rates for the class 
of 2020 had dropped by 7 percentage points for students with disabilities and 10 points for students 
without disabilities across New England.  

The college persistence gap by student disability status narrowed for the 2020 class to the smallest gap 
observed since data was first collected. The gap now stands at 11 percentage points. 

Students without disabilities have met the NESSC college persistence target of 80% in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, while students with disabilities have not yet met the NESSC persistence target in any 
state. 

Distance from target by state (College Entry Year 2020) Persistence rate & number of students by state (2020) 
Students with 
Disabilities 

Students without 
Disabilities 

NESSC 66.2% 6,064 77.1% 63,964 

CT 67.3% 1,509 81.5% 18,931 

ME - - - - 

MA 75.4% 3,727 85.4% 32,352 

NH 48.7% 367 76.6% 5,724 

RI 48.5% 312 66.7% 4,772 

VT - - - - 
 SWD  Non-SWD   --- Target: >80% 



Section VI: College Completion 
Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities complete college at a rate of 44% region-wide, an increase of 2 percentage 
points from the previous year. The regional average is 25 percentage points lower than the regional 
average college completion rate for students without disabilities.  

All states reporting college completion data to the NESSC demonstrated substantial college completion 
gaps by disability status. The college completion rate for students with disabilities trails that of their peers 
without disabilities by at least 22 percentage points in all reporting states.  

Distance from target by state (College Entry Year 2015) Completion rate & number of graduates by state (2015) 
Students with 
Disabilities 

Students without 
Disabilities 

NESSC 43.8% 4,305 69.5% 60,913 

CT 40.3% 849 67.9% 17,394 

ME 35.1% 234 62.1% 4,795 

MA 49.6% 2,599 71.8% 29,122 

NH 44.0% 358 72.8% 5,658 

RI 26.2% 265 66.3% 3,944 

VT - * - * 

* Vermont has been a longstanding member of the NESSC. College 
completion data for this year could not be confirmed in time for 
publication so has been removed from this data set. 

 SWD  Non-SWD   --- Target: > 80% 


