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Gender

Across New England, female students graduate from high school in four years at a higher rate than male
students.

While graduation rates have increased for both groups since 2009, the graduation rate gap between
female and male students has remained steady at 5 to 6 percentage points over time.

High School Graduation (4-Year) Rates by Gender
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For the class of 2021, male students trailed the NESSC target for high school graduation by about 4
percentage points on average. In three NESSC states, female students met the NESSC target of 90% or
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Gender

Across the region, the extended graduation rate for male students demonstrates slightly higher gains
than that for female students. For the class of 2019, female students across the region improved their
graduation rate by less than one percentage point when taking an additional two years, compared to 1.4
percentage points for male students. Female students in three of the five reporting NESSC states have
extended graduation rates at or above the NESSC 90% target, while male students do not meet the
target in any state.
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4-year graduation rate, extended 6-year graduation rate,
and number of graduates by state (Class of 2019)

Females
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rate rate of grads | rate rate of grads
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Gender

Dropout rates for female students in the region have fallen from 9% in 2010 to nearly 3% in 2021,
compared with a decline of 12% to 6% among male students.

Dropout rates for female and male students have declined at similar rates since 2010. The regional
average gender gap in dropout rates has remained stable at 2 percentage points.

High School Dropout Rates by Gender
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Four states—Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire —reported dropout rates for
female students in the class of 2021 at or below the NESSC'’s target of 5%. For the second year in a
row, the dropout rate for male students has been within 1 percentage point of the NESSC target.

Note: In the dropout rate bar graph below, the aim is to be below the 5% target. For all other indicators
discussed in this report (e.q., graduation rate, college enroliment) the aim is to be above the target.
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Gender

Since data were first collected in 2009, the college enrollment rate of female students across the region
has consistently been higher than that of male students. It has also increased faster, from 67% to 73%
compared with 58% to 60% for males. Both groups saw a decline in rates in 2020, by 5 percentage
points for females and 7 percentage points for males, and both rates held fairly steady in 2021.

The gap in college enroliment rates between female and male students has increased from 9 to 15
percentage points between 2009 and 2021.

College Enroliment Rates by Gender
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Female and male students from the high school graduating class of 2021 fell short of 80% NESSC
college enroliment target. The group of students in the 2021 graduating class that were closest to
meeting 80% college enroliment, were females from Rhode Island and Connecticut, both at 11
percentage points below the target. Female students come closer to meeting the target in all six New
England states, though enroliment rates vary considerably across states.
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Gender

Across New England, female students persist in college at rates 4 percentage points higher than male
students. This is the narrowest gap for college persistence rates by gender since 2015.

College persistence among female students across the region has declined 9 percentage points since

2011, including a decline of 3 percentage points since last year. Meanwhile, persistence among male
students fell by 10 percentage points between 2011 and 2020, and stayed steady in the last year.

College Persistence Rates by Gender
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Female students who entered college in 2020 met the NESSC college persistence target in
Massachusetts and Connecticut; male students met the target in Massachusetts.

Distance from target by state (College Entry Year 2020) Persistence rate & number of students by state (2020
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Gender

There is a 9 percentage point gap in college completion by gender across the NESSC region, with 71%
of female students and 62% of male students who entered college in 2015 completing a college degree
by 2021.

The emerging trend lines of college completion rates for female and male students depict similar

changes over time, with both males and females having experienced a decline for the college entry class
of 2015 for the first time in five years.

College Completion Rates by Gender
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For students entering college in 2015, Vermont reported the smallest gender gap in college completion
at 2 percentage points. Maine and Connecticut both have the largest gap at 11 percentage points.
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